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End of the world continued . . .

scoured my files in a vain search

for the small news clipping with the
heading “End of the world continued. .
. have gone through dozens of news
magazines in two major Georgia uni-
versity libraries.

Unless | am dreaming—and | am
almost certain | am not, this heading
appeared with a small news item in a
October 1975 newsmagazine when
the last date for the end of the world —
01 October 1975 — announced by the
Watchtower Society — the Jehovah’s
Witnesses — passed without the end
of the world occuring. Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses have set several dates for the
end of the world: 1874, 1914, and 1925.

We humans are fascinated with
people who set dates for the end of the
world — from Charles T. Russell, the
founder of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, to
Hal Lindsey; from Joseph Smith, the
founder of the Mormon Church, to Ben-
jamin Creme who has announced “The
Christ is Now Here!”; or Edgar C.
Whisenant who in his 56-page book, 88
Reasons Why the Rapture will be in
1988, said, “If you are not right with
Jesus, you have less than a year be-
fore YOU WILL BE IN HELL if the Lord
comes at this time.” He mailed 300,000
copies of his end of the world predic-
tion. When the end of the world did not
occur, he kept moving the date forward,
until no one listened to him anymore.

I have racked my brain and
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ADAM-ONDI-AHMAN

EARLY SETTLEMENT - TEMPLE SITE

Sign directing tourist s to Adam-
ondi-Ahman (in northwestern Mis-
souri near the town of Gallatin),
which Joseph Smith said meant,
“the place where Adam dwelt” af-
ter his expulsion from the Garden
of Eden (Jackson County , Mo.).
Smith t aught he, God and Jesus
will appear here at the end of time
to commission 144,000 Mormon
missionaries for a final blitz of the
world before Jesus comes to
reign from a yet-to-be-built temple

in Independence, Missouri.

www.endoftheworld2011.com pre-
dicts, “As we carefully studying [sic] the
Bible we find that these days occur after
May 21, 2011 and before Oct. 21, 2011.
These are the 5 months of torment spo-
ken of in Revelation 9.”

The “veiled prophet” says it won't
happen until “about 21 December 2012.”

The Church Universal and Trium-
phant thought it would happen before
2002 — according to “Ascended Mas-
ters”, including Jesus, his mother
Mary, Buddha, Pope John XXIII,

the pick-up.

As | read these false prophets, for-
tune tellers and diviners, and meet
people claiming to be the Second
Coming of Christ | am reminded of
Dante’s “The Divine Comedy: Inferno.”
In his poem, the Italian Catholic poet
(1265-1321) takes us on a tour through
hell (Inferno), Purgatory, and Paradise.

In the Inferno, Dante describes the
punishment of the various sinners he
encounters as he is led by the poet Virgil,
a classical Roman poet of the first cen-
tury B.C.

In Canto XX, lines 1-30, Dante sees
the souls of the fortune tellers and di-
viners. He sees their punishment is to
have their heads turned backwards on
their bodies; they are forced to walk
backwards through all eternity; their
eyes are blinded with tears. “For the face
was reversed on the neck, and they
came on backwards, staring backwards
at their loins, for to look before them was
forbidden.”

As for me, God’s Word is “a lamp
to my feet and a light for my path step-
by-step (Ps. 119:105). It guides me daily
as | am “On Map, On Mission” for my
Lord.

Muhammad, Shakespeare, Hercules, E’
Christopher Columbus, and someone &
named K-17, among others. They built »
a bomb shelter which would protect §
756 people for 49 days after the
nuclear war ended.

| remember | was in Washington,
D.C. inthe mid-1980s for a evening con-
ference. | walked down to the U. S. Capi-
tol and met a group of men dressed as if
they were New Testament figures. |
asked them their purpose in being there
and was told they were there to tell the

Who is Maitreya?
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This sign appeared along I-75
near Mariett a, Georgia, north of
Atlant a, a number of years ago.
Placed by Share International, it s
purpose was to announce that a

Hell is not a tunnel under the

Great Teacher, known as Christ,
Maitreya, Buddha and other
names, was now living in secret
on the earth.
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government that Jesus had returned. |
asked where he was at that time. Point-
ing to a pick-up truck, they assured me
Jesus was the man lying in the bed of

gold town of No Name City in the
movie, “Paint Your Wagon.” And
it is not a tourist trap in Grand
Cayman (pictured above).



“The Christ is Now Here” — So says Benjamin Creme

enjamin Créeme (1922 - ) burst onto the public
Bscene in 1982 when he placed full-page ads in 17 major
newspapers worldwide, including the USA Today and

the Los Angeles Times, to announce that “The Christ is Now
Here.” Creme said the “Christ,” actually a man he called Lord
Maitreya (my-TREY-a) had been living as a Pakistani in
London’s Brick Lane district since 1977. Créme said Maitreya
was supposed to appear shortly after the weekend of 24-25
April 1982 when the ads appeared, but when he did not
appear, Creme blamed
the media, who he said

interested in the occult and theosophical literature. Among
the writings he studied were the works of Blavatsky, Charles
W. Leadbeater, Swami Vivekananda, and Swami Sivananda
Saraswati. The person who most influenced Creme was Alice
Bailey, founder of the Lucis Trust and the scribe of the
“Ascended Master Djwhal Khul” or simply “DK.”

Blavatsky, or Madame Blavatsky as she is often called,
was born in the Ukraine in 1831. Born in a wealthy family,
Helena traveled the world in her 20s and 30s, going to Turkey,
Egypt, India, France and the United States. At first she showed
an interest in spiritualism

did not take seriously
Maitreya’s presence.
Maitreya’s failure to
appear in 1982 cost
Créme most of his
following in the New Age
Movement, but he
continues his work

e has been expected for generations by all of the

major religions. Christians know him as the Christ, and expect
his imminent return. Jews await him as the Messiah; Hindus look
for the coming of Krishna; Buddhist
Buddha; and Muslims anticip ate the Imam Mahdi or Messiah.

Although the names are different, many believe that they all
refer to the same individual: the W  orld T eacher, whose personal
name is Maitreya. — Source International

or contacting the dead. In
1875, she, Henry Steel
Olcott and William Q.
Judge formed an
organization they called
the Theosophical Society.
Its purpose was to report
contacts from long-dead

s expect him as Maitreya

through Share Inter-
national Foundation in Amsterdam, The Netherlands.* His U.
S. headquarters is in North Hollywood, California.

In the full-page ad, Creme explained who Lord Maitreya
was or is,

The Christians know Him as the Christ. The Jews
await Him as the Messiah. The Hindus look for the coming
of Krishna. The Buddhists expect Him as Maitreya-
Buddha. And the Muslims hope for the appearance of
the Imam Mahdi. The names may be different but, in fact,
all these religions await the same one; the World Teacher,
whose personal name is Maitreya.

So, said Creme, Maitreya is a New Age World Teacher,
not a Savior like the biblical Jesus Christ. According to Creme,
Jesus is one of the Ascended Masters, but Maitreya is the
Master of all Masters. An eschatological figure in Buddhism,
Maitreya, according to the New Age community, is the head
of a spiritual hierarchy known as the
Great White Brotherhood, an idea w
proposed by Helena Petrovna * . *-'.--.4’.
Blavatsky. A host of New Age/occult/ e I
UFO groups claim to have since
contacted the Great White
Brotherhood. Members of the Great
White Brotherhood, including Jesus
of Nazareth, are said to have
completed their cycles of
reincarnation and now serve as
intermediaries between the human
and divine world.

Creme was born in Glasgow,
Scotland. As a young man, he studied
painting, which he continues to do.
After World War 1lI, he became

Picture of Maitreya
taken in Nairobi in 1988.

masters, who are
members of the Great White Brotherhood. In 1877, her first
book, Isis Unveiled, was published. In the 1880s, she
published her magnum opus, The Secret Doctrine. Blavatsky
and the Theosophical Society are best known for beginning
the modern occult movement.2

According to Blavatsky, all people must endure numerous
reincarnations to rise through seven planes of existence. The
physical plane is the lowest plane. As a person rises through
the planes, he/she comes closer to realizing his/her personal
divinity before final union with the Absolute God. (The
influence of Hinduism is apparent in Blavatsky’s teachings.)

Blavatsky said there have been five root races of humans:
the Lemurians, who allegedly lived on aisland in the western
Indian Ocean are the third root race. Lemuria has now
disappeared. The fourth root race were the Atlantians, who
lived on Atlantis, an island reportedly in the Atlantic Ocean.
The Bahamas and the Azores are said to be possible remains
of Atlantis. Others believe the volcanic destruction of the
Greek island Santorini formed the basis for the Atlantis legend.
The Aryans, a tribal group from western Asia who migrated
south into the Indus Valley and west into Greece, is the fifth
root race. Anglo-Saxons are a sub-group of the Aryan root
race. Each of the root races lasts a very long time. Blavatsky
said the Aryan root race is one million years old.*

Alice Bailey was born in 1880 to a wealthy English family.
Raised in a strict Church of England family, she was often
unhappy and attempted suicide on several occasions. She
moved to the United States with her new husband who was
studying for the Episcopal priesthood. The marriage fell apart
while they were living in California. At that time she was
introduced to the Theosophical Society where she recognized
a picture of a mysterious character who had appeared to her
when she was 15. He was Koot Hoomi, one of the masters or
mahatmas who had worked through Helena Blavatsky.

Bailey soon began to “channel” [receive messages] the
Ascended Master Djwhal Khul or DK, also known as “The
Tibetan.” Before her death in 1949, she had “channeled”
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twenty books. Her “channeling” caused problems within the
Theosophical Society which claimed Blavatsky was the
society’s only “channeler.” Alice and her second husband
Foster Bailey were fired. She continued “channeling” the
Tibetan and formed the Lucis Trust to publish her works. The
Baileys also formed the Arcane Society as an organization
for their followers.

In 1937, Bailey published “The Great Invocation.” Créme
uses a 1945 revision. It is used by many New Age groups

THE GREAT INVOCATION
From the point of Light within the Mind of God
Let light stream forth into the minds of men.
Let Light descend on Earth.

From the point of Love within the Heart of God
Let love stream forth into the hearts of men.
May Christ return to Earth.

From the center where the Will of God is known
Let purpose guide the little wills of men —
The purpose which the Masters know and serve.
From the center which we call the race of men
Let the Plan of Love and Light work out.
And may it seal the door where evil dwells.
Let Light and Love and Power restore the Plan on Earth.?

Créme claims Maitreya first manifested himself in the
physical world in July 1977. According to Creme, “a tall man
wearing a nice light suit and a wonderful smile” appeared to
two deaf children in a grocery store and told the mother to
take her children to a church. The tall man, described as an
angel by the children, was said to have been Maitreya. The
children’s hearing was restored when Master Jesus appeared
to them in the church.

Perhaps the most photographed appearance was
Maitreya’s appearance in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1988. (See p. 3)

Signs and Miracles
In addition to the miracle mentioned above, Creme points
to numerous signs which he claims proves Maitreya is
present.
They include the many crop circles and designs found
mainly in England.

Crop Circle,Sugar Hill,
Aldbourne, Wiltshire,
1 August 2007. As can
be seen, some crop
circles are quite
elaborate.

In 1995, Creme claimed Hindu deities began drinking milk
offered them by devotees. We read in Share International,
It all began at dawn in a temple on the outskirts of
CIS Interfaith Report 9.2, November 2008, p age 4

Delhi, India, when milk offered to a
statue of Ganesh [the elephant-
headed boy god of good luck, son
of Shiva and Parvati] just
disappeared into thin air. Word
spread so quickly throughout India
that soon thousands were offering
milk to the gods and watching in
amazement as it disappeared. Life
in India was brought to a virtual
standstill as people rushed to
temples to see for themselves the
drinking gods. Others claimed that
small statues in millions of homes around the country
were also drinking the offerings of milk.

At one of Delhi’'s largest temples, the Birla Mandir,
Pandit Sunderlal was just coming on duty at 5.30am when
he got a call telling him of the miracle in the suburbs. “|
went and took a spoon of milk and put it to Ganesh’s
mouth. He drank it and it became empty. Then | gave
Shiva [one of the three main deities in the Hindu trimurti]
a drink too.”®

Ganesh

The milk-drinking deities are said to have been a sign of
Maitreya’s presence.

Maitreya is said to have magnetized local water sources
with powerful healing properties. These ‘healing wells’ will be
found all over the world, and have already been discovered
in Mexico, Germany and India.®

‘Peace miracles,’ including the ending of the Cold War,
the fall of the Berlin Wall, and the end of apartheid in South
Africa, are said to be signs of Maitreya’s presence.

Light is also a sign of Maitreya’s presence, according to
Creme, which usually appear as crosses. They first appeared
in El Monte, California, near Los Angeles, in May 1988. Lights
have also appeared as circles and in repetition.

One of the best known appearances of crosses was,
according to Share International, at “the cross-saturated
fundamentalist Copper Ridge Baptist Church of Knoxuville,
Tennessee, USA,” a Southern Baptist church.

In the summer of 1996, | received two mailings from the
Atlanta Transmission Meditation Group, the local Share

(Continued on page 5)

Photo by Gary Leazer

This Cross of Light appears in the windows of Copper
Ridge Baptist Church near Knoxville, Tennessee — when the
outside security light comes on at dusk.



International Foundation group, about the crosses appearing
in the Copper Ridge Baptist Church. | decided this was worth
a trip to Knoxuville.

The church was founded as the Copper Ridge Methodist
Church 132 years ago. It became the Copper Ridge Baptist
Church in 1972. The Rev. Joe Bullard, who had been a Baptist
minister for more than 50 years, was pastor in 1996. He had
been at the church for 13 years.

Rev. Bullard said he first saw the crosses on 8 November
1995 as he was preparing to preach. Word of the crosses,
which appear in the five windows of the sanctuary, spread
and 43,000 people visited the church in one year to see the
crosses. Some say the number was more than 50,000. |
glanced through the visitors’ book and saw names from as
far away as Texas. CBS, as well as local radio and TV stations,
reported on the crosses. The supermarket tabloid, Sun, had
an article on the crosses in its 20 February 1996 issue. It has
been discussed on the Internet. | saw photos of the church
and the crosses at a New Age Expo in Atlanta.

In addition to the crosses, Rev. Bullard said the name
“JESUS,” but with the “E” backwards, appeared in one window
about 9:00 p.m. each evening. (I left at 8:30 so did not see
the name.) Others have seen angels, the face of Jesus and
his tomb. Photos have been taken of the crosses, some of
which appear to have a lamb’s head on them. Another photo
was of three men or angels. A blind man’s sight was said to
have been restored in the church, marriages repaired, as well
as a host of other miracles. The Rev. Bullard was quick to
say that he could not explain the phenomenon.

The Wednesday night service attracted 22 worshippers;
others arrived after the 7:00 p.m. service concluded. A family,
members of a full gospel church , had driven up from
Talladega, Alabama. The preacher rang the church bell (a
real bell) to announce the beginning of the service. Roy Baker,
who had played in Marty Robbins and Ernest Tubb’s bands,
was also a guest and played several hymns on the piano.

Shortly after 8:00, a bright, illuminated, yellow cross

Self-Proclaimed Messiah

Wayne Bent was born 18 May 1941 in Riverside,
California. He was converted to Jesus Christ in 1967 in a
Poway, California, Baptist church. He later became a
Seventh-day Adventist minister and preached in Seventh-
day Adventist churches until 1982, when he began teaching
a seminar called LifeSupports. In 1987, Bent and fellow
believers formed a congregation called The Lord Our
Righteousness (Jer. 33:16).

Brent changed his name to Michael Travesser after he
says God led his congregation to move near Travesser Park
in Union County, New Mexico, in the far northeastern part of
the state in the spring of 2000. At the same time, he says
God told him he was Michael the Archangel, hence his new
first name, and the Messiah. His congregation of 45 began
to call itself Strong City.

Brent, aka Michael Travesser, announced his
congregation would be raptured to heaven 31 October 2008
when God would deliver them from their “earthly life.” He
stopped eating food on 16 October, saying he would not eat
again until he gets to heaven. He reportedly stopped drinking
water on 31 October.

suddenly appeared in the three windows on one side of the
church. Later, a similar cross appeared in the two windows on
the other side of the sanctuary. Was it a miracle? The same
old translucent windows had been in the church for 27 years.
Some noticed that the crosses appeared when the yellow
secruity lights came on outside on either side of the church.
There obviously was a relationship. Some had seen white
crosses when the sun shone directly on the windows. Whatever
the explanation, the preacher told me 103 people had made
public commitments to Christ since the previous November.

A Sad Ending

The multitude of people, many of whom were skeptics,
trapsing through the church at all hours of the day and night
soon began to take its toll on the congregation. Divisions
arose. At first the congregation wanted to close the church to
all atheists, and those of other faiths. The minister refused to
do so. The congregation then tried to pressure him to do so,
but he still refused. He tried to lock the dissenters out.
Eventually, the pastor was forced to turn the church over to
the congregation, who immediately closed it to all outsiders.

Today, the pastor is gone. The church changed its name
to New Beginnings Baptist Church to put that awful year
behind them. The church reportedly does not permit outsiders
to attend church while the congregation heals its wounds.

(Endnotes)
1 J. Gordon Melton, New Age Encyclopedia (Detroit: Gale
Research Inc., 1990) p. 96.
2 Ibid, p. 58.
3 http://www.share-international.org/background/xmission/
tm_invocation.htm.
4 J. Gordon Melton, pp. 182-184.
5 http://www.share-international.org/archives/signs-miracles/
sm_milkmir.htm.
® Ibid.

is in a New Mexico Jail

Meanwhile, Union County authorities were investigating
reports that Brent/Travesser was molesting under-aged
female children, a charge he denies. Brent/Travesser doesn’t
exactly deny that he had lied in bed naked with underage
nude girls. He reportedly kissed one of the girls on her lips
and breasts, but insists that was a religious experience, not
a sexual one. A spokesman said Brent/Travesser slept with
seven virgins, but all were over 18 and did not include his
daughters.

Brent/Travesser said the investigation of him by New
Mexico authorities was the reason the stock market had fallen
and that the investigation would leave New Mexico a desert.

A judge in Las Vegas, New Mexico, issued a bench
warrant for Brent/Travesser when he failed to appear at a
scheduled court hearing. Brent/Travesser’s son said his dad
not appear because his dad knew he would be raptured to
heaven by midnight on 31 October. His trial is set for Taos,
Mexico, at an undetermined date.

Brent/Travesser’s son said the congregation was
disappointed that the rapture did not occur, “but they

understand that life goes on.” — religionnewsblog.com
CIS Interfaith Report 9.2, November 2008, p age 5
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The Ashes of a Red Heifer and the Third T emple

An article in the 01 June 1997 issue of the Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution told of the birth of a red heifer on a farm near
Haifa, Israel. The birth attracted worldwide media attention —
and excitement among Ultra-Orthodox Jews and dispensa-
tional Christians. “The red heifer is one of the most important
signs that we are living in a special time,” said the head of a
group dedicated to rebuilding the Jewish Temple. Others were
not so certain this red heifer was the red heifer. They pointed
out the heifer had some white hairs on her tail and her eye-
lashes were black, so she was not a “pure red heifer.”

Numbers 19:1-10

The ritual of the red heifer is described only in Numbers
19:1-10. In Hebrews 9:13-14, the “ashes of the heifer” purify
the physical body, while the blood of Christ purifies “our con-
science from dead works.”

The ritual of a red heifer to remove uncleanness from
contact with the dead was practiced by Israel’'s Canaanite
neighbors. Numbers 19:1 reveals the ritual was a direct com-
mand of God to Aaron and Moses. The use of a heifer as a
sacrificial animal was first mentioned in Gen. 15:9 (See also
1 Sam. 16:2). A heifer, sacrificed in an uncultivated valley be-
side a running stream, was used to remove blood-guilt from
an unsolved murder.

Numbers 19:2 states the heifer must be red in color (per-
haps because red is the color of blood), must be without blem-
ish, and must never have been used as a work animal (“on
which no yoke has been laid”). Its age is uncertain, but tradi-
tion said the heifer, or
“cow,” was from two to
five years of age.

The ritual in Num-
bers 19 was not a true
sacrifice since the ani-
mal was burned outside
the camp, not at the al-
tar. The priest Eleazar
sprinkled some of the
heifer’'s blood seven
times toward the meet-

Red Angus Heifer

Like most modern American beef breeds, the Red An-
gus breed had its beginning in Europe. In the eighth-cen-
tury, according to some authorities, hardy Norsemen raid-
ing the coasts of England and Scotland brought with them
small, grayish brown-colored hornless cattle that interbred
with black native Celtic cattle of inland Scotland, which had
upright horns. A naturally polled black breed was produced,
which roughly corresponded to the black Aberdeen Angus
of today, although it was a considerably smaller-bodied
animal. Red was a recessive gene and occured in one in
four calves. Gradually, Red Angus became popular.

By 1954, a sufficient number of herds had been estab-
lished to form a breeder’s organization known as the "Red
Angus Association of America." The association headquar-

ters is in Denton, Texas.
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ing tent (Num. 19:4), making the animal sacred to God. Then
Eleazar watches as a non-priest burns up all the animal (Num.
19:5). The priest adds cedar wood and hyssop tied with scar-
let (“crimson”) thread to the fire (See Lev. 14:4-6, 49-52). Cedar
wood symbolized natural longevity, hyssop cleansing quali-
ties, and the scarlet thread life.

The ashes were collected and stored in a clean place
(Num. 19:9) until needed to remove uncleanness caused by
contact with death. The priest and the one who burned the
heifer were said to be unclean until evening, and were told to
wash themselves and their clothes. The reason is unclear.
While some people became unclean when they touched sa-
cred objects, this did not apply to priests. Perhaps they be-
came unclean because the heifer became unclean in advance
of its use.

The Jewish Mishnah says the ritual of the red heifer has
occurred seven times in history, once by Moses, once by Ezra,
and five time since Ezra.!

Evangelist Ed. F . Vallowe Has Preached
About the Red Heifer for Years

In a phone conversation some years ago, Evangelist Ed.
F. Vallowe of Forest Park, Georgia, told me he had been
preaching about the significance of the red heifer for years.

In a 1991 sermon on the red heifer, he said the story of
the ashes of the red heifer in Numbers 19 is “one of the great-
est teachings you have in all the Bible” and that it is “talking
about the last days.”

He said the red heifer is a type of Christ; “He is the red
heifer.” From Numbers 19, he found that cedar wood, hyssop
and scarlet were burned with the heifer, and saw in it the cru-
cifixion: the cross which he said was cedar, the hyssop was
used to life up the sponge to Christ’'s mouth, and scarlet was
the color of Christ’s robe gambled for by the guards.

The ashes of the red heifer, he said, are hidden in a cave
near the Dead Sea. While the exact cave have been identi-
fied, a huge cave-in has prevented the
finding of the ashes. Vallowe’s sermon
looks back to the ashes of a red heifer
buried in a cave about the time of the
destruction of Herod'’s temple in A. D.
70. He does not mention the current
effort to breed a pure red heifer.

Two temples will be built in the fu-
ture, according to Vallowe: the tribula-
tion temple and the millennial temple.
The $15 million Great Synagogue,
dedicated in Jerusalem in 1982, could
be the tribulation temple, he said.
Christ will build the millennial temple
when he returns.

Internet Photo

Great Synagogue
55 King George St.
Jerusalem

1 See The Interpreter’s Dictionary of

the Bible, Vol. 4, “Red Heifer.” and The Broadman Bible Commen-
tary, Vol. 2, “Numbers.” The new Smyth & Helwys Bible Commen-
tary (2005) on “Leviticus-Numbers” by Lloyd R. Bailey is not help-
ful in understanding Numbers 19.



Are these T igers Reincarnated Buddhist Disciples?

The story and photos on thisp age were sent to me by Emily Candler
. She found the site on the Internet as she was t
Atiger temple in Thailand is a place where an extraordinary bond between man and the world’

s almost as if they have accepted Buddhism as their religion. In fact,

fall in the College of Nursing at Mercer University

been formed. The tigers here are so peaceful it

, a student in my world religions class this
aking my class.
s biggest cat s has

they even sit for the medit ating sessions with the monks and kneel down in front of them as if they are the gurus.
The tigers are so docile the monks have to sometimes train them to fight otherwise they would lose all their power

of self protection. The link st
brought to the monks. W

arted in 1999 when a sick baby tiger
ithin a few years several other tiger cubs similarly orphaned by poachers had arrived. The

, orphaned af ter poachers shot it s mother , was

most amazing thing is none of the cubs turned out ferocious on growing up. The monks believe that these tigers
are none other than the former Buddhist disciples who have t
skeptical.)

aken rebirth in the same place. (Forgive me, but | am

‘Buddha boy’ reappears in Nep al

Thousands of devotees have flocked to see a teenage
boy in Nepal who many believe is the reincarnation of Buddha.
The boy re-emerged from the jungle in southern Nepal after
retreating there for more than a year, officials say.

Ram Bomjan, 18, appeared on Monday near the town of
Nijgadh, about 160km (100 miles) south of the capital,
Kathmandu.

His followers claim that he is an incarnation of Buddha,
who was born in the Nepalese town of Lumbini more than
2,500 years ago.

He made international headlines in 2005 when tens of
thousands of people gathered to see him sitting cross-legged

under a tree for nearly 10 months, reportedly without food or
water.

Since then he has disappeared into the jungle and re-
emerged several times. Buddhist priests are divided on
whether the boy is truly the reincarnation of Buddha. There
has been no official confirmation that he carries that status.
Most Buddhists believe that Buddha himself cannot be
reincarnated since he achieved Nirvana or enlightenment.

However people have worshipped the teenager since he
was first seen meditating in the jungle where he sat for
months, motionless with his eyes closed among the roots of

atree. — BBC, 11 November 2008.
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Ahmadiyya Muslims Believe “Promised Messiah” was Born in 1835

Introduction

The Ahmadiyya sect of Islam is one of the more unique
Muslim groups in that it teaches that its founder, Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad (1835-1908) was the fulfillment of all of the religions
of the world who teach the return of a leader (and some who
don'’t teach this) to usher in the end-times, including the
Messiah of the Christian faith, the Madhi of Shi'a Islam,
Krishna of the Hindu faith, Lao Tzu of Taoism, Maitreya of
Buddhism and just about every founder of all the world’s
religions.

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was born in a small village in the
Punjab region of India. According to an article in The Review
of Religions,* a periodical begun by him in 1902, we are told,
“From an early age he received
revelation from God, as well as
visions and true dreams. It was
in a state of relative seclusion
and anonymity that in 1868/69 he
received the revelation” The
article continues, “The flow of
revelations and visions
continued, gathering momentum,
until in 1882 he received the
revelation which made manifest
God’s design that he, Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad, was to be the
appointed one, the one
commissioned by God to serve

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad

His cause.”

In 1889, Admad founded the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community, whose followers believe he was the Second
Coming of Christ (hence “the Promised Messiah”) and the
Madhi (Arabic for “the promised one”), who Shi'a Muslims
believe is the twelfth and last Imam. Muhammad al-Mahdi,
who was bornin 868 A.D. and is said to have disappeared at
age five. Many Shi'a Muslims believe he was hidden by God
“awaiting the time that God has decreed for his return.” Sunni
Muslims, who make up ninety percent of all Muslims, reject
this Shi'a belief.

Several Shi'a Muslims, including Husayn Ali (1817-1892),
who took the name Baha'ullah (Glory of Allah) and founded
the Baha'i World Faith in 1863 in Persia (modern Iran), have
claimed to be the Madhi. Like Mirza Ghulam Ahmad,
Baha'u’llah claimed to be the Second Coming of Christ, the
return of the Twelfth Imam and a prophet, thus making
Muhammad no longer the last and greatest Muslim prophet.

This belief has led to almost continual persecution by the
majority Muslim faith in predominantly Muslim countries. In
1953, martial law was declared in Lahore, Pakistan, following
riots between the Ahmadis and the Muslim majority. In 1973,
a Muslim authority declared Ahmadis heretics and the
Pakistani government declared the Ahmadiyya were “non-
Muslims.” In 1984, Pakistan banned proselytizing by Ahmadis
and ordered them to stop calling themselves Muslims — or
face up to three years in prison. After the last order, the
Ahmadiyya sect moved its world headquarters to London,
England.

In 2005, mobs attached Ahmadiyya mosques in
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Bangladesh. They posted a sigh on an Ahmadiyya mosque
claiming it was not a mosque, beat Ahmadi men and women
with sticks and stones. Police did not intervene except to
protect the sign.?

Violence against Ahmadis, who are said to nhumber
between 200,000 and two million in Indonesia, continues
today in that country, the world’s most populous Muslim
country. Indonesia is officially a secular state but extremist
Muslim groups are attempting to turn the country to become
a more militant Muslim country “to protect Islam.” Ahmadiyya
mosques have been burned and Ahmadis have been called
“infidels” for claiming a new prophet has arisen after
Muhammad.®

Beliefs and other Fact s about the Ahmadis

There are an estimated 10-
200 million Ahmadis in 190
countries. (The actual
number is probably not
much more than 10 million.)
David A. Barrett estimates
the worldwide number of
Ahmadis in 2000 to be
7,950,000.

Most Sunni and Shi’'a
Muslims consider Ahmadis
heretics. Although per-
secuted in many pre-
dominantly Muslim coun-
tries, Saudi Arabia allows
Ahmadis to take part in the

Sahibzada Mirza
Masroor Ahmad
Sahib, the fif th and
hajj, or pilgrimage to Mecca current Ahmadi

which all Muslims are
required to take. The
pilgrimage is one of the five pillars of Islamic faith.

leader.

(Continued on page 8)

Ahmadis Dedicate Calgary Mosque

On 05 July 2008, Ahmadiyya Muslims dedicated a
mosque in Calgary, Alberta,
Canada. At 48,438 sq. ft., itis the
largest mosque in Canada.
Baitnnur Mosque, its official
name, cost $15 million in Cana-
dian dollars and took three years
to build.

J1  Five thousand people attended
the grand opening, including the
Prime Minister of Canada and numerous other politicians.
The Islamic Supreme Council of Canada, a Sunni Muslim
group, was not invited because they do not consider Ahmadis
to be true Muslims and Baithnur Mosque a mosque.

Its minerat is 97 feet tall. The chandelier in the prayer
hall cost $50,000. Around the exterior of the building are writ-
ten 99 Arabic words, each an attribute of Allah’s character,
often called the names of Allah, as found in the Qur’an.




(Continued from page 7)

Ahmad wrote over 80 books. He also wrote Jesus in
India in 1899 which generated several dozen books
by other writers who picked up on his theory.
There have been five successors since Ahmad’s death
in 1908. The current and fifth successor, Khalifatul-
Masih [caliph (successor) of the Messiah], is
Sahibzada Mirza Masroor Ahmad Sahib (born 1950).
Jesus was crucified but survived the three hours on
the cross. He was later revived in the tomb and died
in Kashmir of old age. Muslims teach that a substitute
was provided and contend Jesus was not crucified.
According to Nazir Ahmadis’ book, Jesus in Heaven
on Earth, the Promised Land was Kashmir. The Ten
Lost Tribes of Israel are said to have settled in
Kashmir. The graves of Moses, Aaron, Solomon and
Jesus are all said to be located in Kashmir. Solomon
also built a temple in Kashmir. Jesus is said to have
been “buried in Mohallah Khaniyar on the bank of
the lake which is known as Rauzabal.™
Itis said many people visit Jesus’ burial site, a shrine
called Rauza Hazrat Yuz Asaf (meaning “Temple of
the Great Presence Jesus”).
There is only one God. He is the creator of all things;
He has no beginning or ending. He calls a series of
Messengers or Prophets to express His will. God has
been known by many names in history.
Men and women are equal. All humanity is worthy of
appreciation and tolerance. Jihad, the Arabic word
meaning “struggle”, but often translated as “holy war”
is rejected. The Ahmadi slogan is “Love for All, Hatred
for None.”
There are six articles of faith.
o Unity of God or absolute Oneness of God.
Associating Him with any other is the gravest sin.
0 Angels were created by God and have no free
will; they cannot act independently of God. They
bring revelations to the prophets and punishment
to his enemies. They glorify God and keep re-
cords of human deeds. There are many angels,
but four main archangels: Gabriel, who revealed
the Qur’an to Muhammad; Michael; Raphael; and
Israel, the Angel of Death.
0 The Divine Scriptures are the Torah of Moses;
the Scrolls of Abraham; the Psalms of David; the

Gospel of Jesus; and the Qur’an of Muhammad.
Because Ahmadis believe in the unity of all
religions, they also accept the following books:
the Avesta of Zoroastrianism; the Vedas of
Hinduism; the Tripitaka of Buddhism; the Tao Te
Ching of Taoism, among others.

o] Like other Muslims, the Ahmadis believe that
God sent 124,000 prophets prior to Islam.
According to the Ahmadis, Adam was the first
prophet of God, but not the first human on the
earth. Ahmadis accept religious leaders from all
faiths as prophets, including Mahavira, founder
of Jainism; Confucius; Mani, founder of
Manichaeism; and the philosopher Socrates.
Muhammad is the last law-giver and the most
perfect prophet. Ahmadis speak of Muhammad
as the Sun and Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as the
moon. The moon reflects the light of the sun, but
makes no light itself.

o0 On the Day of Judgment, the dead will be re-
surrected and judged according to their deeds,
as will all living humans. Humans with good
records will go to heaven; those with bad records
will go to hell. Hell is a temporary place where
souls are cleansed of their sins.

0 The Divine decree controls all events. Within
those boundaries, humans have been given free
will to choose their actions. So, some things are
pre-destined by God and some things are the
result of free will within that pre-destination.

(Endnotes)
! The Review of Religions is published monthly in English; it claims
to be the longest running English language magazine in defense
of Islam. The April 2008 issue was vol. 104, Issue 4. It was the
most recent issue in the Mercer Swilley Library in Atlanta.
2 Human Rights Watch, June 2005 Vol. 17, No. 6(C)
8 AFP (France), 11 June 2008.
“Khwaja Nazir Ahmad, Jesus in Heaven on Earth: Journey of
Jesus to Kashmir, his preaching to the Lost Tribes of Israel
and death and burial in Srinagar, published in Lahore,
Pakistan, in 1952, p. 415. This book is available for download at
aaill.org/text/whatsnew/aprO2news.shmtl . A long list of book
titles and summaries promoting the same theories may be seen
at www.alislam.org/sunrise/sunrise2003-4.pdf.

Ahmadis Dedicate Mosque in (East) Berlin on 16 October 2008

Ahmadiyya Muslims opened the first mosque in the former East
Berlin, amid vocal protests from Germans who said Christians are
o ot allowed to build churches in Muslim countries. Dozens of pro-
S tests have been held since the mosque was announced in 2006.
2— Protesters also noted the strict division between men and women,
§ who are often veiled and not permitted to participate in coed sports.
Germany with a population of 82 million has more than three
million Muslims citizens and immigrants, most of whom are from
Turkey and do not accept the unique Ahmadiyya teachings. Berlin
has approximately 220,000 Muslims and some 70 mosques, in old
warehouses or other nondescript buildings in the former West Ber-
lin. — AP on new.yahoo.com.
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Iran’s Ahmadinejad sees Himself as ushering in Islamic savior

At least as long ago as November 2006, an Iranian official
state media website has been urging Muslims to pray for the
return of the “hidden one,” the Imam Mahdi, who disappeared
inA. D. 873 at the age of five years. Shi'a Muslims believe he
will return at the end of time to defeat Islam’s enemies and
destroy their churches, temples and synagogues, and capture
“Jerusalem, the Islamic holy city in Palestine that is currently
under occupation of the Zionists.” The Madhi will defeat the
“impostor” or the anti-Christ who will reign in Jerusalem and
hang “him near the dump in Kufa.” He will “eradicate all
corruption and injustice” and “establish a government of g
peace, justice and equity.”

According to the website and Shi’a prophecy, the Imam o
Mahdi will appear all of a sudden on the world scene with a§
voice from the skies announcing his reappearance at the
Ka'ba in Mecca.” He will then form an army to defeat Islam’s
enemies before setting up his seat of global government in
Kufa, one of the four Shi'a sacred cities in Irag. The others
are Samarra, Karbala, and Najaf. Kufa was the city where
Ali, the cousin and son-in-law of the prophet Muhammad,
was killed by an enemy as Ali prayed at the mosque in Kufa.
Shi‘a Muslims regard Ali as the first infallible Imam and
consider him and his descendants as the rightful successors
to Muhammad. This disagreement split the Muslim community
into the Sunni and Shi‘a branches. Concerned that Ali's
enemies would desecrate his grave, his family buried him
secretly. Most Shi'as believe Ali is buried at the Tomb of Imam
Ali in the Imam Ali Mosque at what is now the city of Najaf,
which grew around the mosque and shrine called Masjid Ali.

Ali was the first of twelve infallible Imams, according to
Shi'a Islam. The twelfth Imam was Madhi.

A former member of the Revolutionary Guard and mayor

Jews Up set Mormons are Baptizing
Jews Killed in the Nazi Holocaust

Jews are upset because the Mormon Church has
repeatedly violated a 13-year-old agreement barring the
practice of baptizing deceased Jews. Without apologizing,
the Mormon Church said it will try to make it more difficult to
baptize by proxy Jews killed in the Holocaust. Jews say that
is not enough. They insist the Mormons undo what they have
done.

The Mormon Church is gathering data on deceased
people of all faiths around the world so living members
baptized for them. This, in effect, makes, living Mormons
“saviors” of those persons who have died without receiving
Mormon baptism.

The Mormon Church teaches that it is the only true church
in the world, and to be saved, a person must be baptized into
the Mormon Church.

Most U. S. Presidents, Popes, and Christian leaders, have
been baptized by proxy in one of the Mormon temples

scattered around the world. — foxnews.com

“I have always imagined that paradise will be a kind
of library.”
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pho

, the Imam Mahdi

of Tehran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (born 1956) has been
Iran’s president since August 2005. In 1976, he took Iran’s
national university entrance exams to gain admission into
Iran’s top universities. His test score ranked him 132nd among
over 400,000
participants that year. In
1997, he earned a Ph.D.
degree in transportation
engineering and
planning from the
Science and Technology
University. He may be
mad but he’s no dummy!

Ahmadinejad
believes Allah has
chosen him to prepare
the world for the
reappearing of the Imam
Madhi, the Islamic
savior. Before the Madhi returns, Ahmadinejad believes there
must be world chaos, even if he has to create it himself. In
various speeches, Ahmadinejad has called Israel a “rotten
and stinking corpse,” has said Israel should be “wiped off the
map” and that the Holocaust was “a myth.”

Ahmadinejad has said the Madhi is already guiding him
on decisions as president of Iran. Iranian clerics, however,
have cautioned Ahmadinejad from linking the country to the
Madhi, with one cleric saying, “For sure, the hidden Imam
does not approve of inflation of 20 percent, the high cost of
living and numerous other errors.”

Police Stop Pakist an “Child W edding”

Acting on a tip, police in the port city of Karachi arrested
the father of the intended bride and a cleric for attempting to
wed a seven-year-old boy to a four-year-old girl. Marriage is
illegal in Pakiston under the age of 18, but child marriages
are still held in the country.

The father of the bride said he worked in Saudi Arabia
and did not know it was illegal for his 4-year-old daughter to
marry. The cleric said he did not know the ages of the children.
The father said the marriage was supposed to end a feud
between the two families. Child marriages are often performed
to settle feuds or pay off debts. It is suspected that the girl
was being married off by her father for about 500,000 rupees
($6,138). — BBC.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
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Christopher Columbus and

evin A. Miller, editor of Christian
K:istory, wrote a 1992 article
bout why Columbus sailed west
toward “India” in 1492. He rejected the
“misleading textbook answer” that
Columbus wanted to find a trade route
to India and the spices of southeastern
Asia. Rather, Miller argues, Columbus
“saw himself on an evangelistic mission”
to convert the Arawak peoples, whom
he mistakenly called “Indians.” Perhaps
Columbus came to see that as a reason
for his voyages, but if so, it was not until
after he met Arawaks who were “as
naked as their mother bore them.”

| believe there is another reason why
King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of
Spain outfitted Columbus and three
ships to sail west from Spain.

Isabella of Castile and Ferdinand of
Aragon married in 1469 when both were
teenagers to unite the two kingdoms.
Both strong Catholics, they launched a
campaign to defeat the Muslim kingdom
of Granada (southern part of Spain along
the Mediterranean Sea).

They succeeded in 1492 and
ordered all Muslims (and Jews) to
convert to Christianity, leave the country
or be killed. Muslims, called Moors in
Spain, had lived in Spain since A. D. 711.
Up to 150,000 Jews left Spain, many to
Portugal, The Netherlands and to
Muslim countries in Africa (Muslims and
Jews got along far better than Christians
and Jews.)

Spice Routes

With the expansion of the Roman
Empire in the first century B.C., the
knowledge of and hunger for trade with
southern and southeastern Asia
mushroomed. The main trade route was
overland across Mesopotamia and
Persia to India. In 30 B.C., Octavian
(later known as Caesar Augustus)
captured Egypt and learned about the
sea route to India from Auxum (the
alleged resting place of the Ark of the
Covenant and the home of the Queen
of Sheba), a nation along the Red Sea
in what is now Ethiopia. Cargo ships
could sail up the Red Sea from India,
the cargo transported across the desert
where the Suez Canal is now located,
be loaded on ships in the Mediterranean
for transport to Europe. When the

The Book of Prophecies

Ottoman Turks captured Consta-
ntinople, capital of the Byzantine Empire,
in 1453, the Egyptian route became all
the more important. Muslim Arabs in
Egypt allowed Europeans to traverse the
area — for a price and the arrangement
worked well for the Europeans. Then,
the Ottomans forced the Venetians, the
world’s greatest traders, to sue for peace
thereby losing valuable trading routes,
and then took control of Egypt, cutting
off that important trade route.

The Portuguese were the first
Europeans to seek another sea route
to India, and soon controlled the Atlanta
Ocean between Africa and Brazil. The
first European? to learn the Atlantic and
Indian oceans joined at the southern tip
of Africa was the Portuguese explorer
Bartolomeu Dias in 1488. Dias named
the southern most point the “Cape of
Storms.” It was later named Cape of
Good Hope.?

Ferdinand and lIsabella ordered
Columbus to sail west to find another
route to India, thus avoiding a strong
Portuguese navy arrayed south along
the African coast.

There was much less separation of
church and state in the 15" century than
we enjoy today. There were no friars or
priests on the first voyage in 1492,
despite Columbus' religious fervor.
There were five priests on the second
voyage: a Benedictine, a Jeronymite,
and three Franciscans.?

Exactly when Columbus began to
see his voyage as “God-inspired” is
uncertain, but he eventually did. As Miller
points out in his article, Columbus
named the island he discovered San
Salvador, “Holy Savior.” The Arawaks
called the island Guanahani. Columbus
admired the physique of the Arawaks,
and wrote “I recognized that they were
people who would be better freed [from
error] and converted to our Holy Faith
by love than by force.” He also wrote
that “They should be good and intelligent
servants,” read “good Christian slaves.”

Exactly where Columbus landed is
up for debate. Eleven or more islands
have been suggested. Kirkpatrick Sale
“suggests two possibilities--first, that
Columbus was imprecise about the site
because it really did not matter much to
him (Columbus, according to Sale, was
seeking gold, not land); and second, that

In an interesting side note to this
article is “What was Columbus’ faith?”
Was he Christian or Jew?

On 31 March 1492, Ferdinand and
Isabella issue an Edict of Expulsion of
the Jews ordering “Jews and Jewesses
of our kingdoms to depart and never to
return or come back to them or to any
of them.” Jews were given until the end
of July 1492 to leave Spain. Some
writers say the last Jews actually left
Spain on 02 August 1492, which was the
day Columbus’ crew boarded their ships.
They set sail with the tide on 03 August
1492.

While we will never know if
Columbus was a Jew, some historians
believe he was Sephardic (Spanish rite)
Jew who had converted to Catholicism,
called a converso. These converts were
looked upon with suspicion by Catholic
authorities.

Historian Salvador de Madariaga
believed Columbus’ family had to flee
from Catalonia in the northeastern
corner of Spain to Genoa, ltaly, to
escape persecution for being Jewish.

In 1478, the Inquisition began in
Spain. Its purpose was to root out all
heresies and heretics. Neighbors spied
upon neighbors seeking everyone who
was not practicing pure Catholicism
(back-sliders) as well as non-Catholics,
especially Jews, who might be trying to
convert Catholics to the Jewish faith.

Those accused of heresy were
arrested and imprisoned — or worse.
Their property and possessions were
confiscated, some of which was kept by
the Inquisition; some was given to the
government to pay for the exploration
of the New World.

An unknown number of Jews
converted to Christianity, whether they
were truly converted or for safety’s sake,
only God knows. In an earlier attack on
Jews who had lived in Spain since the
4™ century, some Jews, one figure said
100,000, converted to Christianity in
1391 in a three month period alone.
Another 50,000 were put to death during
the same period.

Could Columbus have been a
converso? If he were a Jew, it's possible.
Was it a genuine conversion if he
converted? It's probable. His writings in
later life would indicate he was a devout
Catholic. Nothing in his writings
indicated he questioned his Catholic
faith.
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he deliberately wished to keep it a secret to prevent his own
companions and Portuguese competitors from claiming his
discovery.” For Sale, Columbus was not interested in
converting natives he might discover.*

Book of Prophecies

Columbus was returned to Spain in chains in November
1500 on his third voyage to the Indies after the royal
commissioner of the island of Hispaniola blamed Columbus
for a “serious disorder” on the island. Released by the Catholic
monarchs, Columbus began an intense and frentic study in
1501 and much of 1502 to defend himself against the charges
made against him. He sent letters to the monarchs as well as
to others, including Pope Alexander VI (There is some
evidence this letter was written but never sent.).

While residing at Granada in February-March 1502,
Columbus compiled a manuscript which his son, Ferdinand,
called the Book of Prophecies. In this manuscript, Columbus
cited numerous Biblical texts and some statements from early
church fathers and medieval theologians [such as Augustine
and Joachim of Fiore (1132-1202)] ” “to locate within the
historical schema of the salvaion of the human race and
dicovery of the Indies, presented as the first step toward the
liberation of Jerusalem and the Holy Land from Muslim
domination, and to assign a prominent role in these events to
Christopher Columbus.”

Although a major reason for the manuscript was to defend
himself against charges of causing disorder in the Indies,
Columbus could not have been happier for what he saw as
divine signs occuring during his lifetime.

e Ferdinand and Isabella had united their kingdoms and
driven the Muslims from the country.

e Jews had been expelled and their property and
possessions seized.

e A Spanish pope, Pope Alexander VI,° had been elected
in 1492,

To Columbus, these events were a sign that the end times
were near. In his book, Columbus held certain events must
first happen:

e Christianity must be spread throughout the world.® His
discovery of the New World, although he never knew he had
discovered new continents, was evidence that this goal would
be accomplished.

e He predicted “the law of Mohammed would soon be
destroyed” and that a Last Crusade would take back the Holy
Land from the Muslims. This would happen within 30 years.”
e Alast World Emperor must be chosen - Columbus had
chosen, at least in his mind, that the Catholic Kings, Ferdinand
and Isabella, would fulfill this position due to the vast imperial
power and religious conviction the Spanish monarchs claimed.
They would build the new temple in Jerusalem.?

e A last world emperor would be necessary to lead the
aforementioned crusade against the Muslims and to greet
Christ at Jerusalem once the previous steps had been
completed.
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Historian Jack Shreve writes of The Book of Prophecies,

The book is a collection of prophecies from the Bible,
and from other classical (Seneca) and medieval (Joachim
of Fiore) sources that is really quite typical of the most
extreme brand of medieval millennarianism, emphasizing
the need for the recovery of Mount Zion from Islamic
hands and the conversion of all peoples to Christianity
before the Second Coming can occur. Since gold could
furnish the funds to recover Jerusalem and the new
"Indians" were available for conversion, Columbus at this
time or perhaps throughout his lifetime savored the
etymological implications of his name ("bearer of Christ"),
conveniently emblematic of his divinely ordained mission
to carry Christianity to pagan lands and to usher in the
millennium.®

In Columbus’ mind the world would end in 155 years —
or sooner. He

deduced a universal chronology based on Agusutinian
theory, according to which the world would last a total of
7000 years, beginning with the creation of Adam. Counting
5343 years from that time to the birth of Christ, and from
then 1501 years to the moment at which he drafted the
letter to the Catholic monarchs, a total of 6845 years had
already passed, leaving only 155 years until the time
‘when the world must end’.*°

(Endnotes)

1 Chinese, Arabian, or Indian explorers/merchants “discovered” the
Cape of Good Hope before the Europeans according to maps that
predate 1488.

2 The southern most point in Africa is not the Cape of Good Hope
as is popularly believed. It is actually Cape Agulhas, which lies 90
miles east-south-east of the Cape of Good Hope.

8 www.millersville.edu/~columbus.

Chaplains serve with Army and Marine units and on U. S. Navy
ships today. In 1968, | served with a squadron aboard the aircraft
carrier USS America (CVA-66) when we circled the globe sailing
around the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Horn at the southern tip of
South America, for which | was awarded the Order of Magellan after
the Spanish explorer Ferdinand Magellan, who in 1519 sailed west
around Cape Horn and across the Pacific Ocean to the Philippines
where he was killed in a battle with natives. Others in his crew
continued sailing westward around the Cape of Good Hope and back
to Spain.

4 Jack Shreve, "Christopher Columbus: A Bibliographic Voyage" in
"Choice" (January 1991) at www.millersville.edu/~columbus.

5 Pope Alexander VI took a mistress, Giulia Farnese, 43 years
younger than him. She was married during her affair with the Pope
and had a daughter, whether it was the Pope’s or her husband’s is
not known. Giulia was able to get the Pope to name her brother a
Cardinal. Her brother later became Pope Paul Il in 1534 and was the
Pope who called the important Council of Trent.

6 The Book of Prophecies Edited by Christopher Columbus, Blair
Sullivan, trans. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997), p.
59. This book is primarily a lenghty series of Biblical verses and/or
citations from church fathers with occasional short commentaries by
Columbus.

7 lbid, pp. 59, 165.

8 Ibid, pp. 77, 317.

®  Shreve in “Choice.”

10 Book of Prophecies, pp. 19, 71.



Native American Day
Celebrated in South Dakot a

Christopher Columbus is often portrayed as the first
European to sail to the Americas. He is sometimes
portrayed as the discoverer of the New World. but there is
evidence that the first Europeans to sail across the Atlantic
were Viking explorers from Scandinavia. In addition, the
land was already populated by indigenous peoples, who
had ‘discovered’ the Americas thousands of years before
Columbus did

Columbus Day originated as a celebration of Italian-
American heritage and was first held in San Francisco in 1869.
The first state-wide celebration was held in Colorado in 1907.
In 1937, Columbus Day become a holiday across the United
States. Since 1971, it has been celebrated on the second
Monday in October

Columbus Day celebrations are controversial because
the settlement of Europeans in the Americas led to the deaths
of a very large proportion of the native people. It has also
been argued that Columbus should not be honored for
discovering the United States, as he only went as far as some
islands in the Caribbean and never got as far as mainland
America.

Not all states or regions follow the observance of the
second Monday in October as Columbus Day. In 1989 the
South Dakota legislature unanimously passed legislation
to proclaim 1990 as the “Year of Reconciliation” for Native
Americans and to change Columbus Day to Native
American Day. Since 1990 the second Monday in October
has been celebrated as Native American Day in South
Dakota.

First Ever S tate-funded Reform and
Conservative Synagogues Approved in Israel

In Israel, there is no separation of religion and state, and
until now, state funds have been used only for the construc-
tion of Orthodox synagogues. Non-Orthodox Jews in Israel
are not recognized as Jewish by the Orthodox Chief Rabbin-
ate. The Chief Rabbinate is the supreme Jewish religious
governing body in the state of Israel. There are always two
active Chief Rabbis in Israel, an Ashkenazi (German rite) rabbi
and a Sephardi (Spanish rite) rabbi.

However, with the arrival of Jews from around the world,
many from different streams of Judaism, calls for non-Or-
thodox synagogues have been heard for decades in Israel.
Several years ago, immigrant Reform Jews in Israel, began
a legal battle to secure state money to build Reform syna-
gogues.

On 05 May, ground was broken for the first Reform syna-
gogue in Modi'in, 18 miles west of Jerusalem (population:
68,000 in 2005). About 240 families belong to this Reform
congregation, which runs six preschools, an elementary school
and various wolunteer and social activities.

Atotal of six prefab synagogues for Reform and Conser-
vative Jews will be built in four cities in Israel, none of which
will be built in Jerusalem. The closest non-Orthodox syna-
gogue will be built 15 miles from Jerusalem; the other two will
be built nearer to Haifa. — The International Jerusalem Post, 9-
15 May 2008

Warith Deen Mohammed Dead at Age 74

Imam Warith Dean “W. D.” Mohammed died on 09 Sep-
tember 2008 at his home in Illinois. A medical examiner said
his death was the result of heart disease and complications
of diabetes.

The son of Nation of Islam leader Elijah Muhammad, he
transformed the Nation of Islam from a black nationalist orga-
nization into orthodox Islam. Thousands of black American
Muslims called him “the greatest Muslim leader in the history
of America.”

In his talks, Mohammed urged his followers to assume
personal responsibility and praised Jesus and Muhammad,
Islam’s founder, saying both were great teachers. He called
for cooperation between faiths and said, “We all . . . should be
trying to be Christlike.”

Orange County Jail to  Allow Muslim W omen

to Wear Headscarves

A Southern California county will allow jailed Muslim
women to wear headscarves after settling a lawsuit with a
woman who claims that deputies violated her religious free-
dom by making her remove her hijab.The county did not ad-
mit wrongdoing, but agreed to pay $45,000 in damages. The
plaintiff Jameelah Medina will get $10,000 after subtracting
attorney fees, according to a spokesman with the American
Civil Liberties Union.

Medina, 30, was arrested in December 2005 in Pomona
for having an invalid train pass. She spent 12 hours in jail but
was never prosecuted. She testified that during processing
she was forced to remove her headscarf in the presence of a
male deputy even though she explained that to do so vio-
lated her religious beliefs. Medina and her attorneys said the
settlement was important because it addressed the county’s
concerns about safety while respecting Muslims’ religious
beliefs. “I felt exposed and vulnerable,” she said. “l don't think
| could have felt more naked even if | had no clothes on.” —
FoxNews.com, 03 November 2008.

Muslims in the U. S. & S tate Legislatures

André D. Carson (born October 16, 1974) is the United
States Representative for Indiana’s 7th congressional district
and the grandson of his predecessor, former U.S. Representative
Julia Carson (1938—-2007), who was not a Muslim.

Carson, who is African American, describes himself as “an
Orthodox, universal, secular Muslim.” He is the second Muslim
to serve inthe U.S. Congress, after Keith Ellison (D-MN), and is
the first Muslim elected to federal office from Indiana. He is
currently the youngest Democratic Member of Congress.

His bio on his official House of Representatives web page
does not mention his faith. André served as a member of the
Indianapolis City-County Council before winning a special
election on March 11, 2008

Ellison, also African-American, was sworn in as a U. S.
Congressman in January 2008. He insisted on taking his oath of
office on a Qur'an and used one from Thomas Jefferson’s library.

Rashida Tlaib, a lawyer, community activist and daughter
of Palestinian immigrants, was elected to the Michigan State
Legislature, in November 2008. She is the tenth Muslim now
serving in various state legislatures, and the first female

Muslim to do so.
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Brief Notes

Cats and Dogs Get the Boot in Saudi  Arabia

Saudi Arabia's religious police have announced a ban on
selling cats and dogs as pets, or walking them in public in the
Saudi capital, because men are using their pets as a means of
making passes at women, Othman al-Othman, head of the Com-
mission for the Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice in
the capital city of Riyadh, said on 30 July 2008. Othman said that
the commission has instructed its offices in the capital to tell pet
shops "to stop selling cats and dogs." The 5,000-strong religious
police oversees the adherence to Wahabism -- a strict version of
Sunni Islam, which also forces women to cover from head to toe
when in public, bans them from appearing in public without a
male relative accompanying them, and bans them from driving
vehicles or even riding in the front seat. — AFP.

Pets are popular among many more educated and
wealthier Muslims. However, some countries, such as Iran,
occasionally crack down owning dogs because many Mus-
lims believe dogs are unclean animals since they may eat
dead animals. One Hadith, or reported sayings of Muhammad,
said black dogs may be evil spirits and should be killed.

The Qur’an says nothing about killing dogs, but another
Hadith says, “The Messenger of Allah [Muhammad)] ordered
killing of the dogs, and then said: What about them, i. e. about
other dogs? and then granted concession (to keep) the dog
for hunting and the dog for (the security) of the herd, and
said: When the dog licks the utensil, wash it seven times,
and rub it with earth the eighth time.” — www.answering-
islam.org/Silas/dogs.htm

Somali Girl Executed by S toning

In the first such execution since Islamic militants captured
the town of Kismayo, a 13-year-old girl in Somalia has been
stoned to death. She said she had been raped by three men,
but an Islamist leader said Asha Ibrahim Dhuhulow was guilty
of adultery. Amnesty International denied an earlier report that
she was 23.

On 27 October, the girl was placed in a sack with her
hands tied behind her back and then buried in the ground up
to her neck. She was then pelted to death with stones — of a
size which could be held in the palm of one’s hand — by a
group of men in a stadium in front of a crowd said to number
1,000 as the crowd chanted “Allah hu Akbar,” which means
“Allah is great.”

The BBC and CNN reports did not mention a man in the
report. Normally, a man does not receive a server punishment
in such a case; his punishment may have been a whipping.
Even without sufficient evidence or witnesses, a judge can
sometimes find the woman guilty of adultery based on his
“gut-feeling.” — BBC, CNN and stop-stoning.org.

A 22-year-old woman in Darfur in The Sudan is in prison
awaiting death by stoning for adultery. The man involved
denied he had committed adultery and was not charged.

Honor killings are sometimes committed by stoning the
woman to death. In Northern Iraq, a 16-year-old girl eloped
with a man she fell in love with, knowing her family would not
accept him. They were caught. Her family stoned her to death
on 17 May 2008. The Iraqgi government refused to get involved

in a “tribal issue.” (See story of honor killing on page 15.)
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Tenn. Plant Drop s Labor Day For Muslim Holiday

Union workers at the Tyson Foods poultry processing plant
in Shelbyville, Tennessee, will no longer have a paid day off
on Labor Day but will instead be granted the Muslim holiday
Eid al-Fitr. Eid al-Fitr -- which fell on Oct. 1 this year -- marks
the end of Ramadan, the Muslim holy month of fasting.
Ramadan moves forward eleven days each year because
Muslims follow a different religious calendar than the Gregorian
calendar in use in Europe and the Americas. Non-union work-
ers will still have a paid holiday for Labor Day.

According to a news release from the Retail, Wholesale
and Department Store Union, a new five-year contract at the
plant included the change to accommodate Muslim workers
at the plant. Nearly 700 Muslims, many of them Somalis, work
at the plant that employs a total of 1,200 people. Critics ac-
cuse Tyson of intentionally hiring Somalis because they can
pay the Somalis less money.

Plant officials said a special Muslim prayer room has been
built inside the plant, but that no Tyson facility has been that
accommodating for any other religion — because no other
religion has asked for a room.

A fierce civil war broke out in Somalia on the horn of
Africa south of Egypt in 1991 when the Republic of Somaliland,
whose citizens tend to be more moderate Muslims, claimed
independence from the rest of the country in an attempt to
isolate itself from militant Muslims attempting to turn the na-
tion toward a Jihadist type of Islam, complete with the Sharia-
law oriented Islamic Courts Union.

Warlords, tribal leaders who collect armed ragtag militias
around them, fought one another. The U. S. and U. N. sent
troops to Somalia, but withdrew from the country after the 1993
Battle of Mogadishu in which 19 U.S. soldiers were killed. The
book and movie, Black Hawk Down, is about that battle.

Religious conflict does not explain all of the violence in
Somalia; tribal conflicts have caused some of the violence.

Therefore, refugees, especially from smaller tribes and
from where fighting has been most severe, have been forced
to flee the country and live in refugee camps, usually for years,
before receiving permission to emigrate to countries such as
the United States.

In a related story, federal immigration authorities raided a
Agriprocessors Inc. kosher meat packing plant in Postville,
lowa, and detained 290 Guatemalans, 93 Mexicans, three Is-
raelis and four Ukrainians — 314 men and 76 women. Women
with children and several teenagers were released under the
supervision of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.

With jobs available at the plant, about 150 Somali men
living in Minneapolis, which has one of the nation's largest
concentrations of Somali immigrants in the U.S., accepted
jobs in Postville. Postville, (pop. 2200) a town that barely cov-
ers two square miles is home to people from 24 nationalities
speaking 17 languages.

CEO Sholom Rubashkin was arrested by federal authori-
ties for child labor violations and harboring illegal immigrants on
30 October 2008. He was released but cannot leave lowa, gave
up his passport, and must wear an ankle bracelet.
Agriprocessores, Inc. filed for bankruptcy on 05 November 2008.



Mormons Announce New T emples

Mormon church president Thomas S. Monson said
Saturday, 04 October 2008, the church will build a temple in
Rome, the home of the Roman Catholic Church. Currently
the church has more than 22,600 members in Italy.

In May, the Vatican’s Congregation for Clergy issued an
order to Catholic dioceses worldwide to withhold member
registries from Mormons. Officials said the step would prevent
Mormons from posthumously baptizing by proxy their Catholic
ancestors.

The Rome temple is one of five new temples planned by
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Others will
be in Calgary, Canada; Cordoba, Argentina; Philadelphia and
in the greater Kansas City, Mo. area.

The 13 million-member Utah-based church currently has
128 operating temples worldwide. Construction or plans for
another 12 were already in the works before Saturday’s
announcement.

There are 51 temples in the United States. Kansas City-
area temple will be Missouri’'s second. The other Missouri
temple is located adjacent to Missouri Baptist University near
St. Louis. — idahostatejournal.com, 05 October 2008.

The  St.
Louis Mormon
Temple sits next to
the entrance to the

temple.
(A zoom lens was not used in this photo.)

Mormon temples are used for performing “sacred ordi-
nances” or ritual believed by Mormons to be essential for sal-
vation. They are the endowment ritual; celestial marriage or
marriage for “time and eternity,” a ritual believed essential for
a Mormon male to become a god and populate another planet
similiar to the earth; and baptism for the dead for a worthy
ancestor who was not baptized by a Mormon elder during the
ancestor’s lifetime. The purpose of Mormon geneaology is to
find the names of ancestors and determine whether they were
baptized by a Mormon elder. If not, they can be baptized by
proxy. | have met Mormons who have been baptized for hun-
dreds of their relatives and others. Mormons believe death
does not end the possibility of salvation, but puts a heavy load
on living Mormons to work on their genealogies so that their
ancestors can have the possibility of receiving salvation be-
cause of their temple work.

| have not heard where the Kansas City temple will be
built, but during his lifetime, Joseph Smith, the founder of the
Mormon Church, announced plans to build temples in Inde-
pendence, a suburb of Kansas City; Far West, Missouri; and
at Adam-ondi-Ahman, which is near Gallatin, Missouri.

The site designated by Smith for the temple in Indepen-

dence is owned by a small splinter group, The Church of Christ,
Temple Lot. |
once talked with
an Apostle of this
splinter group,
who told me he

—r—

believed that
when God
wanted the

temple built, He
would reveal it to
all Christians who
would then con-
tribute to its erection.

According to Smith, Independence was the site of the bib-
lical Garden of Eden. When Adam and Eve were expelled
from the garden, they went north about 80 miles to the site
known as Adam-ondi-Ahman.

When | was teaching a summer term in 1979 at Midwest-
ern Seminary in Kansas City, Ruth and | drove up to Adam-
ondi-Ahman. A touring group of Mormons stopped while we
were there. | joined them and listened to the guide tell the
group that before Jesus comes to reign during the millennium
from the yet-to-built temple in Independence, God, Jesus and
Joseph Smith will appear in what was then a corn field at
Adam-ondi-Ahman and commission 144,000 Mormon mis-

The Church of Christ, Temple Lot. The actual
site desinated by Joseph Smith for the temple
is to the front of this photo.

Missouri Baptist & sionaries for a final blitz of the world before Jesus comes to
College. The col- § the Independence temple. The guide told us that Smith said
lege sold the 14-;I
acre site to a de-(‘_,J’E Ahman, but its location cannot now be found.
veloper and did not >
| know it was to be o Saints, which recently changed its named to the Community
used for a Mormon E of Christ, has built an ultra-modern temple across the street
a from the Temple Lot.

he had found an altar which Adam had built at Adam-ondi-

The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day

The Community of Christ re-
jects some of Smith’s teach-
ings, including polygamy and
baptism for the dead.

This temple is used by the
community for musical pro-
grams and other events, and
is open to the general public.
Mormon temples are off-lim-
its to all but “worthy” Mormons,
except during open houses
which are usually held before
the temple is dedicated when
guided tours are available to
the general public.

The Community of Christ
has for several decades at-
tempted to move toward a
more Christian position.
Scholars are divided over
whether the Community of
Christ is indeed Christian or
still a cult.

The RLDS or Community of Christ
Temple in Independence. Notice
the cross on the temple. The Mor-
mon Church does not use

crosses.
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Mormon Calendar Maker Excommunicated

The creator of a 2008 calendar featuring shirtless male
Mormon missionaries has been excommunicated by the Mor-
mon Church. The 31-year-old entertainment entrepreneur,
Chad Hardy, also will not re-
ceive his diploma from the
Mormon Church-owned
Brigham Young University
after completing all courses
necessary for graduation.

A BYU spokesperson
says a student must be in
good standing with the uni-
versity and the LDS church
when they apply for gradua-
tion. Hardy is ( nhow was)
sixth-generation Mormon.

Church authorities said
Hardy has not been active in
the Mormon church for the past six years; he no longer pays
his tithe or wears the religious undergarments which are worn
after completing the endowment ritual in a Mormon temple.
Mormons consider the garments sacred and are said to pro-
tect the wearer from spiritual and physical harm. They are sold-g
in Mormon Church-owned stores. Some Mormons will not take=
them off for any reason; and leave them on at least one leg §
while taking a bath or delivering babies. When mini-skirts Were“z
popular several decades ago, BYU prohibited coeds from wear- @
ing mini-skirts because doing so would require not Wearing;
the temple undergarments which would show below the hem-5
line of the skirt. Hardy reports that the calendar was the only
issue raised by the disciplinary committee. 2

Associated Press said “Men on a Mission,” which has sold
nearly 10,000 copies at $14.99 each, included pictures of 12
returned missionaries wearing black slacks, but not their
trademark white shirts, in modest poses. The men are also
photographed in traditional missionary garb and share their
religious beliefs in biographical sketches. Some of the 12 models
were called to disciplinary meetings, but none were punished.

Hardy has now published a 2009 calendar with other
Mormon missionaries posing shirtless. — Associated Press,
13 July and 17 October as reported by ksl.com.

Hardy has created his own web page:
www.chadhardy.com. In one of his blogs, he mentions that
Marriott Hotels sell XXX porn in their rooms. He says ‘it is
OK to sell the porn as long as you don'’t advertise that the
person selling you porn is a Mormon in good standing.” He
continues that “just before you purchase your porn a message
comes up on the screen telling you that 10% of the proceeds
from your porn addiction will go to the LDS Church by way of
the Marriott’s tithes and donations to BYU). | don’t know if
this last statement is correct as | don'’t stay in Marriott Hotels
— or watch porn.

Hardy says in his blog, “People hate Mormons because
they are different and weird, and Mormons hate Mormons
when they are different and weird.”

Approximately 98% of student s enrolled at BYU are
members of the Mormon Church; the other 2% come from
approximately 20 different faiths.

Chad Hardy holds one of his
calendars.

=
o

Afghan Journalism S tudent Sentenced

A 24-year-old Afghan student has been sentenced to 20
years in prison for blasphemy after asking questions in class
about women’s rights under Islam by an Afghan appeals court.
The court overturned a lower court’s death penalty. The court
ruled that the first trial was flawed because the student did
not have an attorney to represent him. In the second trial, his
attorney was not allowed to see him until the day before the
trial. In addition to disrupting class with his questions, pros-
ecutors said he illegally distributed an article he printed off
the Internet that asks why Islam does not modernize to give
women equal rights. He also allegedly wrote his own com-
ments on the paper.

Observers said the sentence reinforced the belief that
Afghanistan is sliding quickly towards a more militant view
on religious and individual freedoms. In addition to the Taliban
in the country, warlords (chiefs of the various tribes) con-
demned the students writings. The student will appeal his
sentence to the Afghan’s Supreme Court.

Taliban Kill Christian  Aid W orker

Associated Press reports Taliban militants shot and killed
a Christian aid worker in a drive-by shooting in Kabul,
Afghanistan, as the woman walked to work. A Taliban
spokesman said the group killed the Gayle Williams, 34-year-
old dual British-South African national, for proselytizing.
Britain’s secretary of state condemned the murder as “callous
and cowardly.” Williams was in Afghanistan with the Christian
relief organization Serving Emergency Relief and Vocational
Enterprises (SERVE) to work with handicapped Afghans. A
spokesman for the organization, however, said that they do
not proselytize, as such action is forbidden in the Islamic nation.
According to the AP, the attack is indicative of growing instability
in Afghanistan, as attacks against Westerners increase and
police checkpoints in Kabul grow in number.

Georgia Man Accused of “Honor Killing”

Police say Chaudhry Rashid, 56, confessed to killing
Sandeela Kanwal because she was seeking a divorce from
her estranged husband.

Rashid, originally from Paki-
stan, speaks primarily Urdu and
Punjabi. He was arrested after his
25-year-old daughter was found
strangled to death with a bungee
cord in the family's Jonesboro,
Ga., home.

According to the arrest war-
rant, Rashid told police through an
interpreter that, as a practicing
Muslim, his daughter’s divorce
would be against his religion and
would shame his family.

Kanwal reportedly wed in
Pakistan in an arranged mar-
riage. Police said she hadn't seen
her husband, who lives in Chi-
cago, for months before her
death.

Chaudhry Rashid waits
with other inmates to make
his first appearance in
Magistrate Court at the
Clayton County Court-
house in Jonesboro, Ga.
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Zoroastrianism arose in ancient Persia (modern Iran) from
the Indo-Iranian, or Aryan, faith. Its numbers once were in the
millions. Today, there are
probably no more than 100,000-
200,000 Zoroastrians in the
world, most of whom live in India
(70,000) with the largest
concentration living in Mumbai
(formerly Bombay).

The number of Zoroastrians in
the U.S. is estimated to be
18,000.

The Federation of Zorastrians
Associations of North America
(FEZANA), in the Chicago
suburb of Burr Ridge,
coordinates communications
among the various North
American associations. It
published the FESANA Journal
quarterly.

The California Zoroastrian
Center in Wesminster is the largest Zororastrian center outside
India, Iran and Pakistan. The California center publishes The
Zoroastrian Journal quarterly.

Some followers prefer the name Zarathushti, rather than
Zoroastrian to describe themselves. Others use the name
Parsee or Parsi.

Dr. Dolly Dastoor speaking
at the dedication of the
FEZANA office in Burr
Ridge, lll. 31 August 2008.

The religion was founded by Zardusht or Zarathushtra. His
complete name is Zarathushtra Haechataspa Spitama.
“Zoroaster” is most common of several Greek forms of his name.
According to Zorastarians, he was born around 1738 B.C. in
northeastern part of the Iranian Plateau. Although other scholars
believe he lived around the time of the Rig Veda, the oldest of
the Hindu scriptures. That is usually dated between 1500-1260
B.C. Still, others believe he lived as recently as 600 B.C.

Little is known about Zoroaster or Zarathushtra. He trained
to become a priest. When he was 20, against his parents’
wishes, he left his guardian’s house and spent 10 years on a
mountain in a cave, during which time he devoted himself to
meditation and religious understanding. He devoted himself to
complete devotion to a Supreme God named Ahura Mazda and
was enlightened with spiritual knowledge. The religious world
in which he grew up was decidedly animistic.

He began to teach about the righteousness and guidance
of Ahura Mazda or Divine Wisdom, the Supreme Being. None
accepted his teachings; he was ridiculed, then imprisoned.

He escaped and cured the king’s horse. The king became
a follower and gave Zoroaster his daughter in marriage.

He is called a prophet and is not worshipped.

Zoroastrians believe the Persian king, Cyrus the Great, who
allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem after the Babylonian

Captivity, was a Zoroastrian.

Some scholars believe the Wise Men were Zoroastrian
priests.

Zoroastrianism was widespread from Persia to China
before the 6" century.

Zoroastrians fled to India in large numbers in the 8" century
in the face of Muslim persecution. They were welcomed in India
as long as they married within their faith and did not seek
converts. In India, they became known as Parsis or Parsees
(perhaps after a city in Persia called Pars). A few Zoroastrians
(10-18,000) still live in Iran, but are periodically persecuted by
the Shia Muslims.

Beliefs
* Monotheistic religion  (mono meaning one), hence a belief
in one God.
e Supreme Being : Ahura Mazda (Divine Wisdom). He is
creator of everything seen and unseen. All devotion belongs to
him.
e Dualism : Spenta Mainyu (“Holy Spirit”)

Angra Mainyu or Ahriman (“Evil Spirit”)

These two are in constant battle, but good will prevail by
the power of Ahura Mazda. Ahura Mazda is the only deity worthy
of being worshipped. Lesser divine powers are venerated.

This cosmic conflict involves the entire universe, including
humanity who are required to choose which to follow. Some he
argued were “truth followers,” others were “evil followers.” Each
human has to make a choice.

Evil, and the Evil Spiritl, will be completely destroyed at the
end of time. Dualism will come to an end and Goodness will be
all in all.

Origin of Angra Mainyu is debated. Could Ahura Mazda be
truly good if he created an evil spirit? Some answer no. Others
say humans are capable of evil, and they are created by Ahura
Mazda, so he has created something evil.

e  Ethics : Good Thoughts, Good Words, Good Deeds.
 Teaches many tenets of the major Abrahamic faiths :
heaven, hell, day of judgment, Satan, prophecy, coming of a
Messiah, angels and evil spirits. Human are free and responsible
beings. Predestination is rejected. Reward, punishment,
happiness and grief all depend on how the individual lives his
life. Some scholars belief Jews during the Babylonian Captivity
learned of Zoroastrian beliefs. However, others believe the
Persians/Zoroastrians got ideas from Jewish writers such as
Ezekiel.

e After death, the urvan (soul) is allowed three days to
meditate on his/her past life. The soul is then judged by a troika
Mithra, Sraosha and Rashnu and walks across a bridge. If the
good thoughts, words and deeds outweigh the bad, crosses
the bridge and the soul is taken into heaven. If the bad outweigh
the good, the bridge turns on its side to present a footing like
the edge of a sword, and the soul plunges into hell.

*  The universe will go through three eras:



creation;
the present world where good and evil are mixed.
People’s good works are seen as gradually transforming
the world towards its heavenly ideal. We are in this period
now; it began with the birth of Zoraster. This period will end
with a finale great battle. The dead will be resurrected and
judged;
and a final state after this renovation when good and
evil will be separated
Eventually, everything will be purified. Even the
occupants of hell will be released
e A Saoshyant (savior) will be born of a virgin, but of the
lineage of the Prophet Zoroaster who will raise the dead and
judge everyone in a final judgment.

Scriptures

* Holy Book : The sacred Scriptures are known as the Avesta
and consist of four parts. The Yasna are a collection of prayers
and liturgical formulas, and contains the Gathas, which are
attributed to Zoroaster himself. The Visparat are invocations to
the celestial lords. The Vendidad are concerned with ritual
purification. The “Smaller Avesta” includes daily prayers, a
collection of hymns to various deities and epics concerning kings
and heroes.

Zoroastrian Practices

e Their worship includes prayers and symbolic ceremonies.
e Therituals are conducted before a sacred fire. Some believe
that they actually worship fire. This is not true. They regard fire
as a symbol of their God.
e Nau Rooz, March 21, is the Zarathushti New Year Day and
Zarathustra’s birthday. It is also New Year Day for Baha'is, an-
other religion begun in Persia.
e Festival of Mehregan (in Persian: Jashn-e Mehregan) is a
celebration dedicated in honor of Mithra (Mitra) or Mehr, the
Persian god of Light, Love, Knowledge, and Commitment. This
ancient Iranian autumn festival, observed in early October (in
2008, it was held on October 4), corresponds to Mehr day or
the 16th of Mehr, the seventh month of the Iranian Calendar.
Similar to Thanksgiving in America, Mehregan is also a harvest
festival and is often held outside, weather permitting.

In the Zoroastrian tradition, a special table is laid with the
fire vase or an incense burner, a copy of the holy Avesta, a
mirror for self-reflection, water as the source of life, various
grains for prosperity, fruits and flowers, sweets, wine, coins,
and candles. A Zoroastrian religious leader (in Persian: Mobed)
recites appropriate prayers, especially Mehr Niyaish, a short
prayer in the Avestan language in praise of Mithra. A talk is
given to signify the occasion, and food is consumed. A poem is
read to glorify the festival and the participants of the party dance
to the tune of music until late at night.
e Zoroastrians do not generally accept converts and so do
not proselytize. One has to be born into the religion. This belief
is disputed by some members.
*  The traditional wing of Zoroastrianism discourages and does
not recognize interfaith marriages. It is generally thought in the
Parsi traditions that the only way to become a Zoroastrian is to
be born within a Zoroastrian family and while some Iranian
Zoroastrians would agree with this position, others would not.
This tradition is also debated quite often. In recent years
Zoroastrianism has seen the rise of western converts within a
“Gathas only” tradition. As in many other faiths, Zoroastrians
are strongly encouraged to marry others of the same faith.

However, in India, as a result of historical needs not to
proselytize, there have emerged “rules” that say that women
(and their children) who marry followers of other religions are
no longer considered Zoroastrians (although men and their
children are). These rules are not officially recognised by the
clergy as they go against one of the main principles of
Zoroastrianism, equality amongst sexes. In Iran, because of
still-existing discrimination, inter-faith marriage is officially not
encouraged by the government. With the globalization of modern
society and the dwindling number of Zoroastrians, these rules
are being enforced increasingly less often, especially in the
diaspora.

e Zoroaster taught, “Struggle for good against Evil with
Humata (good thoughts), Hukta (good words) and Havarshta
(good deeds).”

Major Zoroastrian Concept s
e Equality of sex. Men and women are equal in all manners
within society.
* Cleanliness of the environment. Nature is central to the
practice of Zoroastrianism and many important Zoroastrian
annual festivals are in celebration of nature: new year on the
first day of spring, the water festival in summer, the autumn
festival at the end of the season, and the mid-winter fire
festival.
* Hard work and charity. Laziness and sloth are frowned on.
Charity is regarded as a good deed, where Zoroastrians part
with a little of what would otherwise be their own.
e Condemnation of oppression toward human beings, cruelty
against animals and sacrifice of animals. Equality of all humans
regardless of race or religion and respect of everything on Earth
and in the world is central to the religion.
e The symbol of fire. The energy of the creator is represented
in Zoroastrianism by fire and the sun which are both enduring,
radiant, pure and life sustaining. Zoroastrians usually pray in
front of a lighted incense burner, a candle or a lamp. It's important
to note that fire is not worshipped by Zoroastrians, but is used
simply as symbol and a point of focus, much like the wooden
cross in Christianity.
- Death and burial. Religious rituals related to death are all
concerned with the person’s soul and not the body. Upon death,
a person’s soul leaves the body after three days and the body
becomes just an empty shell.

Traditionally, Zoroastrians have not buried their dead
because the earth is sacred. Bodies may not be cremated
because fire is sacred. So, bodies are wrapped in muslim and
left atop open-topped enclosures, called Towers of Silence.
Vultures and the weather clean the flesh of the bones, which
are then placed in an ossuary at the center of the Tower.

However, over the past two decades, as many as 90
percent of the vultures in India have died from eating dead
cattle containing painkiller and other poisons. So, there are
not enough vultures to eat the 3-4 Zoroastrians who die daily
in Mumbai (formerly Bombay). Even though bodies are
covered with lime, scattered complaints are heard about
smells coming from the towers because the bodies take so
long to decompose. In addition, many Zoroastrians do not
like to think of their loved ones rotting away for months.
Zoroastrians elders are trying solar panels to hasten
decomposition, however, the monsoon season last six months
which works against decompostion.

In India, some reformers are calling for burial and/or
cremation as alternatives.



Hindu T emple of Georgia in Norcross for Sale

In the business section of the 16 October 2008 issue of
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution (AJC), an announcement was
made that the 41,370-square-foot Hindu Temple and Com-
munity Center of Georgia, sitting on 6.02 acres in Norcross,
was for sale for $6.99 million. A temple spokesman said the
three acres adjacent to the land is also for sale, but may be
used for a new temple if it does not sell.

According to Rediff News (www.rediff.com) on 25 Novem-
ber 2005, Annamalai Annamalai, aka “Dr. Commander Selvam,”
who claims to be worth $1.5 billion, donated $5 million to pur-
chased a former Roman Catholic
church/warehouse in Norcross to
build a temple dedicated to the
Hindu deity Shiva. Annamalai said
the temple would house 108
Shiva murtis  (human-like im-
ages of the deity), not Shivalingas
(usually short cylindrical pillars
with rounded tops, thought by
many scholars to represent the
male organ). Annamalai, in 2005,
estimated his plans for the temple
complex would cost $20 million,
most of which would come from devotees.

He earlier was a police officer and a commander in the
Home Guards in Chennai, formerly known as Madras, in In-
dia in the early 1990s, which explains part of his new name.

Now, fast forward to 03 November 2008.

An article in the AJC reported the leader of the temple,
Annamalai, had been arrested on charges of theft, deception
and practicing medicine without a license. Annamali, 43, is
accused of charging $1,751 to a woman'’s credit card without
her permission in July. He is also
charged with practicing medicine
without a license. He reportedly
shipped a woman suffering from
Crohn’s disease a liquid he
claimed was medication and tell-
ing her to stop taking medicine a
licensed physician had prescribed
her. The Better Business Bureau
has received two other complaints
that their credit cards had been
charged for horoscope readings, temple prayers and ritual
services that they did not receive or request. After his arrest,
Annamalai was released on $121,400 bond.

Marilyn Ferguson, the author of the 1980 bestseller,
The Aquarian Conspiracy, and a galvanizing influence on
participants in scores of alternative groups that coalesced
as the New Age movement, died 19 October at her home
in Banning, California. She was 70.

The title of the book, The Aquarian Conspiracy, caused
many New Age oponents to speak of a worldwide New
Age conspiracy.

In 2005, she also released a follow-up to The Aquarian
Conspiracy” called “Aquarius Now.”
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The temple’s website reports:
e His holiness Sri Sri “Selvam Siddhar” is a divine person-
ality.
“He is the only Swamiji in the world, who served in the
police Department.” [sic]
He “helps the human mankind to come out different prob-
lems in the life through Vedic Rituals.” [sic]

He “is the only living ‘Siddhar’ and Swamiji in the USA

with the Atharva Veda® background.”
He is “The only Indian spiritual leader presently in USA
specialized in the occult sciense and the only quailified scholar
to settle the problems like strange behavior, evil spirit's at-
tack, Deadly spirits’ attachment, Black Magic, Jadoo, Voo-
doo, Strange talks, Continuous Bad luck, Blockage in the
Success, Sudden downfall in the Business/Job/Life. Astral
treavelling, etc.” [sic]
He claims that most Swamiji come to America only for
money or for better living. If they are true Swamijis, Annamalai
says they should remain in India and solve people’s problems
there before coming to America.
He “is now building the most expensive Hindu Temple in
Norcross, Georgia.”

The temple’s website (www.hindutempleofgeorgia.com)
reported 240,623,611 hits on 08 November 2008.

The AJC reported Annamalai owns a million-dollar home
in Sugarloaf Country Club in Duluth, Georgia. — Atlanta Jour-

nal-Constitution, 16 October 2008, 03 November 2008, 04 Novem-
ber 2008 and web sources.

The Hindu T emple of Georgia in Norcross

Endnote

1 The Atharva Veda is the fourth and last of the books of the

Vedas, the oldest Hindu scriptures, written between the 12th and
10th century B. C.

Did You Know?

Westerners call our numbers “Arabic,” because the
notation system came to Europe via Islamic Arab
mathematicians sometime in the Middle Ages. The first written
record of Arabic numbers in the West is a Spanish codex from
A. D. 976. Adoption crept along among the educated elite until
the fourteenth century, when Italian merchants finally ditched
their Roman I's and V’s. Other traders wisely followed suit.

Interestingly, Arabs didn’t develop the “Arabic” number
system. They picked it up around A. D. 750 from Hindus,
who had invented it some 150 years earlier. — from
www.christianity today.com. Elesha Coffman, in Unusual fruits
of Western Encounters with Islam.




Bishop Paulk’ s Cathedral at Chapel Hill for Sale

Born in rural Appling County, Georgia, west of Savannah,
on 30 May 1927, Earl Pearly Paulk, Jr. rose to pastor one of
the largest mega-churches in the Atlanta area, the 10,000+
member Cathedral at Chapel Hill in south DeKalb County,
before falling from grace after finally admitting he was guilty
of numerous extramarital sexual encounters. His 6,000-seat
neo-Gothic worship complex is now on sale for $24.5 million.

A graduate of Emory University’s Candler School of
Theology, he pastored the Hemphill Church of God just north
of the Georgia Tech campus. Paulk resigned from the
Hemphill Church in 1960 under a cloud of scandal. He later
admitted he had an extramarital sexual encounter while
serving as the pastor. Hemphill Church of God later moved
and changed its name to the Mount Paran Church of God,
one of the largest churches in the Atlanta area. The church
belongs to the Church of God of Cleveland, Tennessee.

Later in 1960, Paulk began the Gospel Harvester Church
in Inman Park in east Atlanta. In 1973, his church moved to
its current location in south DeKalb County as Chapel Hill
Harvester Church. He was anointed a bishop by Bishop Bob
McAlister, a visiting clergyman from Brazil.

Paulk opened his new neo-Gothic worship center, the
Cathedral of the Holy Spiritin 1991. Paulk had long invited all
races to worship in his church. President George W. Bush
honored Paulk’s church as a “point of light” for its social work
in 1992.

E ar |l
Paulk’s
brother, Don,
also a pastor
at the church
confessed in
May 1992 to
“sexual
indiscretions.”

Earl Paulk

said his

brother would

begin “restoration.” Three weeks later, Don Paulk announced
he had been restored.

The Don Paulk confession seemed to open the flood
gates. Members began leaving the church; 34 members of
its 157-member staff, were laid off in June 1992.

In November and December 1992, six women announced
they had had secret sexual relations with married ministers
in the Paulk family. One woman said she had been sexually
intimate with Earl Paulk for two years.

In April 2001, a lifelong church member filed suit in a
DeKalb County court claiming Earl Paulk fondled her between
the ages seven and eleven years old and again when she
was 17 years old. She said he later had sexual intercourse
with her. Paulk’s spokesman said the lawsuit was “without
merit.” Another member called Paulk “a wolf in sheep’s
clothing.” In 2003, the woman settled for an undisclosed
amount of money.

In August 2005, the wife of a former pastor accused Earl
Paulk of manipulating her into a 14-year sexual relationship
from 1989 to 2003. Two months later, another woman, the
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first baby born into Paulk’s church, said she was coerced
into having a sexual relationship with Paulk. In 2007, just
before the judge was to make a ruling on the lawsuit filed by
the wife of the former pastor, the couple dropped the suit, but
then filed another suit against Paulk, Chapel Hill Harvester
Church, Inc. and Harvester Communities, Inc. On 04
September 2007, the former pastor filed a second suit. That
suit was dismissed by the judge.

Earl Paulk has now been accused of having affairs with
at least nine female members, in addition to molesting at
least two children, including his granddaughter.

Perhaps the biggest scandal concerned the results of a
court-ordered DNA test that revealed that Paulk was the
biological father of his brother’s son, D. E. Paulk, who is now
head pastor of the church. D. E. Paulk had always believed
Earl Paulk was his uncle.

In a 2006 deposition, Paulk, who is also called an archbishop,
said under oath that he had had sex outside of marriage with
only one woman, the wife of the former pastor who filed suit in
2005, when testimony of others indicated he had had numerous
sexual encounters with women in his church.

After an investigation by the Georgia Bureau of
Investigation, a felony perjury warrant for Paulk’s arrest was
issued on 14 January 2008, ordering Paulk to submit to arrest
within 48 hours. Accompanied by his attorney, he surrendered
to the Sheriff’s office in Cobb County north of Atlanta the
following day at 8:00 p.m. He was soon released on his own
recognizance.

Today, the Cathedral at Chapel Hill counts about 1,000 in
attendance on Sundays. Most of the staff have left or been
laid off. Most of the staff remaining are volunteers who receive
no salary.

In its 06 November 2008 issue, the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution reported the Cathedral at Chapel Hill was for
sale for $24.5 million. The Rev. Brandi Paulk, who is married
to D. E. Paulk, said the property was appraised two years
ago at $31 million but is priced lower because of the economic
slump.

| visited the Cathedral at Chapel Hill one Sunday morning
in 2006 after a fellow Olympic Games staff member invited
me. Itis sad that one man'’s sinful nature can destroy a great
church and so many lives.
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